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JeacFmerwin's romance.

Peace Merwin represented six gen-

erations of New England aristocracy.
The gray stone house on Piety street
in which she lived was the home of

her ancestors. A high brick wall
surrounded the grounds, broken by

an iron grille that led up to the front
porch. A white marble bust of a
man and one of a woman guarded
each side of the grille perched high
on the wall and staring straight
abend. As the clock struck at mid-nig-

they were believed to turn and
look into each other's faces, as they
had done for the first time a hundred
years before, when Peace Merwin
"had flung herself lovelorn from a
window at midnight and been dash-

ed to death on the flagstones below.
Back of the house was a flower

garden, a glass house for winter
roses and an orchard of peach and
apple trees.

Peace Mtrvvin's mother had died
when she wus ten years old, and at
that tender age she had assumed
the care of the household, a thought-fid- ,

elderly child. Her father be-

came a recluse, and they lived to-

gether summer and winter, seldom
leaving home for a day, for what
was so cool and fresh as their own
vine-shade- d veranda that looked
over the gay and fragrant garden?
or what was so pure and lovely as
their own orchard w hen the boughs
were snow laden ?

The child grew into a patient girl,
with no longing for the world;
then slowly, without a protest, her
youth slipped away, and she felt no
bitterness when she realized that it
was gone.

When her father died she was the
last of her race and alone in the
world.

II.

Devon had come to ClifTordtown
hoping to get pupils in drawing and
painting; but he hoped in vain.
The hard New England winter came
on, his little store of money was
neatly gone, and his strength was
going every day. He struggled up
and down from his studio in the
town to the house he boarded in on
the hill. It was ancient and dilapi-
dated, with a great square chimney
thrusting itself out of the pointed
rool, seeming almost to cleave the
house in two. It belonged to a
widow and her daughter, as poor as
he himself, who resented his presence
even as they took his weekly pit-
tance.

One day a low voiced.calm-browe- d

woman entered his studio, and told
him she had just seen a little picture
ol his in a shop window. It was a
water color sketch ol a slender, leaf-
less tree, alone on a strip of land
that jutted out into the river. It was
sharp and black against a pale sun-

set, and was reflected deep down in
the smooth water. It had struck
her fancy and she had bought it.
Would he permit her to see more of
his work ?

He set a chair before his portfolio
with a shy grace of hospitality, and
khe turned over the sketches slowly.

Other sketches were pinned upon
the wall, in charcoal and oil, all
more or less striking, and some of
daring merit.

The visitor, Pence Merwin, glanced
from the sketches to the artist.

He was tall and slight with
shoulders that drooped a little. He
had brown eyes with a sunny light
in them, thick, brown hair brushed
straight over his brows, and a tiny
moustache. His hands were white
find beautiful. His tlothes were
shabby and he was plainly in the
most delicate health.

The room was bare and Artless
nd all the more pathetic for the

effort of a bright-colore- d rug and a
bit of drapery here and there. It
was on the third floor of a building
devoted to business offices; and in
the street bilow was the pleasant,
leisurely stir of the town as far re-

moved from the stagnation of a vil-

lage as from the throbbing life ol a
great city. To most of the people in
ClifTordtown existence was a whole-
some, satisfactory affair, with little
of the restlessness and longing that
lead so naturally to the arts.

Peace Merwin became suddenly
ware of this 89 she bent over the

portfolio.
"What made you come to Clifford-town- ?

she asked abruptly.
"I came because I thought I should

xtand a better chance here than in
New York or Boston, and that I

should make a little money by teach-

ing and get bnck to Paris, but so
far I have made a pretty brilliant
failure of it."

"When were you in Paris?"
studying him with great seriousness.

"All last winter, and I was getting
idong splendidly when I was taken
very ill. It was an awlully cold
winter," he added, with a shudder-
ing recollection of his icy lodging,
his cup of dubious coffee, the long,
chilling ride on the top of a 'bus to
the suffocating air, and exhausting,
fascinating work of the Michel stu-
dio. Yet he was longing to get back
to just that life, though he could
hardly hope for much improvement
in its conditions.

She sepurated a couple of sketches
from the rest and held them in her
hand.

"I must have these," she said.
"You have talent. You have gcniusl"

in.
She influenced people to buy his

work. She sent him more pupils
than he could teach j but she had
found him out too late, and he was
foiling away before her eyes.

ClifTordtown is a place of hills,
and when the snow was hard and

nmtinA nnrl the wind
relentless, the natives rejoiced in the

fierce, brncinc air: but t

Till? DT Txw,,

Devon the streets were terrible.
He spent many hours with Peace

Merwin in her spacious library,
adoring her strong, just personality
and enjoying her face, that told of
serene and beautiful thoughts. She
had always loved the room because
her father's spirit setmed to haunt
it, and to Devon it meant the sweet-
est hour of his brief harrassed life.

The snow left the place, the wind
exulted, and great white clouds
rolled in the sky. In the outskirts
of the town the pussy willow was
peeping.

The spring when it came was pure
and coy as a Puritan maid. It was
present in the gardens before the
houses, where the birds were thrift-
ily at work at their nests, and in the
sky that had grown tender toward
all men.

Peace Merwin's orchard was pink
and white and full of hope, and he
was dying. He had sent her n
scrawled message that he was worse
than usual. Could she, would she,
come to him?

The spring was so
that it had even found its way to
the wretched house where he lived,
but the widow's heart, poor soul,
was proof against it .

She received Peace Merwin grimly
at the door and led the way in si-

lence to his room. He made a pitiful
effort to rise and greet his visitor.

"I the tight you would come, you
are so good and I wanted you so
much." he said.

She saw what a shocking change
had come into his face. He had a
good deal to say, though he was
scant of breath, and he struggled to
tell her about a new picture he was
planning. The only trouble was
that it would take months and
months.

Her heart was breaking but she
answered him cheerfully. She left
him to seek out a doctor who was
noble enough, she knew, to help her
in a firm resolve a resolve to take
him from poverty and neglect to her
own home.

ClifTordtown lifted up its voice
against her, but she felt a wild and
tirrible happiness. For a few days
she kept death at bay, then she was
conquered.

When at last they bore him out
from her house the blossoms in the
orchard were still pink and white.
When she opened her doors and
looked again upon the world it was
rank summe. EllaChilds Hurlburt,
in Vogue.
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Hood's Sarsaparilla
AS A

Blood Purifier
Hood's Cures the Severest Cases

of Scrofula.
"Gnrncrvillc. N. V.. Anril 17. 18!)S

"C. I. Hood Co., Lowell : Mother has
dcrivrd mich marvelous benefit from Hood'
Snrnnpnrilln that che wants me to write
about it. A year ago the grip left her with

Pains Around Her Heart
and dreadful taint feelings. Then her neck
began to swell and became very uimightly,

hc could not keep anything on ner stotnacn;
une wai rapidly running down, nnd we were
very anxious nhout her. We read of a case
01 ifuitrr cured bv Hood's Sarsannrilla, and
she decided to try this medicine Before

he had taken one bottle the welling began
to decrease; she continued to improve till she

Regained Perfect Health
nHrt ......). uifrlia 1 Rfi nntinrii. nnd
our whole tamilv can truthlully fay Hood's
Sursnnunlla i a blessing to mankind. We
believe it saved mother from the grave."
Miss Gkrtrudk Slauso.n.

Hon't try experiments with preparations
ui.hrard oi anil untri..T, but get a reliable
hnn.it mftiiinr like Hood's Sarsnnanlla.
which is occuliar in its curative merit. 100
doses one dollar.

HOOD'S PILLS Constipation. 25c

TO MAKE A

Chocolate
Cake

Follow the regular recipe until

it comes to the icing ; then use

Lancs Readymade
Chocolate icing.

Is saves trouble, saves expense,

saves anxiety, It's sure to be de-

licious. Price 25 cts. per lb. can.

Sold by all Grocers,

I.nug Cborolnl Co., Philadelphia, Pa.
Finest Cocoa and Chocolate makers.

ESTABLISHED 1828.
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RANDALL'S

Holiday Sale
Begins Saturday, Dec. 9.

COMMENT UNNECESSARY.

Dry Goods Department.
Do you want to make n useful present ? Select a dress pattern from

our stock of seasonable Dress Goods.
300 yds. 52 in. Twilled Flannel, cheap at 65c per yard, our price 50c yd.
Towels from 5c to $1.
25 doz. Towels, regular price 37'4c each, our price 29c.
Table Linen and Napkins, special vaiuesin Napkins 87c, $1.25, 1.50, 1.75,

and 2.00 per dozen.
Bed Spreads, bargains 59c, 75c, $1 and 1.25.
Stamped Linen Goods, Tray Cloths, Commode Sets, etc., etc.
Underwear, Hosiery, Mittens, Leggins, Corsets and other useful articles at

our usually low prices.

HANDKERCHIEFS. HANDKERCHIEFS.

In endless variety. 3 lots initial Handkerchiefs, hemstitched at 8c, 15c,
and 25c each.

Gent's Mufflers from 25c to $2.
Bamboo Goods, Book Racks $1 to 2.75, Tables 25c to $2 50, Paper Racks

25c, 50c and $1.25.
Waste Baskets, fancy Celluloid Boxes and Shell Novelties.

Jewelry Department.
Fruit Knives, Nut Picks, Tooth Pick Holders. Napkin Rings, Silver Mugs,

Photograph Frames, Knives and Forks, Sirar Shells, Spoons, butter
Knives, Bon Bon Trays, Hairpin Trays, and many other novelties in
this department.

GLASS AND CROCKERY.
Glass Pitchers, Lamps, Fancy Glass Dishes, Vinegar Cruets, Tumblers,

Celery Dishes, Cups and Saucers trom 10c to $1, Kose bowls, lea rot
Stands, Sauce Dishes, bancy Plates, etc.

Special lot Bon Bon Dishes and Rose Bowls at 25c each.

TOY
vioriioiinriinitit SMI i nor a r pi t v nrirps. Slerls. Rrckiner Chairs fromivt i ii ....v.ih. ....... " r- . m i. i ri r 11 r : f ul rll. nn,J.OUC lO $1 DU. KOCKing tiorses, Lun iouih, uiaci uuu.ua,

Children's Desks, Drums, iron and wooden Toys, all kinds, Wagons,
Bedsteads, Toy Dressing Cases, Tea Sets and 479 other kind of Toys
not mentioned, Dut louna on our

5, lOAND 25c COUNTERS.
Last but not least is our stock of

DOLLS.
from lc to $2.50 each. Our special leaders are 25c, 39c, 50c, 75c and $1

each.

Drug Store
Tniipt s,anePini. nsnrimpni. snccial nrices in box lots (3 cakes to box).
Pur ft i mnoI it h.,11 n. hv hoi tip Refore nurehasine' in this line look us over.

Special offer to introduce our La Belle France Perfumes at 35c per

ounce, for a short time only, we give iree oi cnarge a ucauuiui vuk
Glass Bottle with each ounce.

Pocket Knives, Shears, and Scissors-J- ust what you want for a useful present.
Wallets and Purses A fine assortment, all new and nobby, from 5c to

$3.50 each.
Toilet Aitictes Hair Brushes, Whisk Brooms, Mirrors, Manicure Sets,

Toilet Cases, Toilet Sets from $1.00 to 8.00, Collar and Cuff Boxes, Cut
Glass Bottles, Shaving Sets, Puff Boxes, in fact, everything usually found
In a Dr.icr StnrP

Xmas Candies-B- est assortment in town. We serve our Candies in neat
boxes all ready to hang on Xmas trees,

c...: r -- t.ant Rihipo Alhnms Tnv Rnoks. Books of Poems. Box

Paoer. 12 mo. cloth bound Books 15c and 19c per volume. Ink Stands,
. . . .m r 1. j.

Writing Desks, Lap lamets, uames, eic, eic.
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79 81 R. R.
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tooIsirand
competent workmen. All may be

store in the rear of the new
building, Ave., and will b

promptly auenucu w.

CHAS.
89 EASTERN ST. JOHNSBURY. VT.

MOMENT.

The Times are Hard.

A little Economy

is the Panacea,

BUY LOW.
BUY GOOD GOODS.

WE SELL THEM.

Our Prices are Bottom Prices.

1 case good Dress PrintP, 4 Vao

1 case I2V20 Cotton Dress Goods, 80
1 bale best yard wide 6c

Full sized Bed Comfortables 90o, Full sized Bed 59o

Full size Bed Blankets 59o pair. 37o Towels 25o each,

37c Underwear 25o. 25c Hose 15o. 37o Hose 25c.

25 styles band Fur Trimming worth $1.25 per yd., 50o yd. to clone

Large lot of Fur Capes, cheap at $6.50, $3.87 each

50 Fur Trimmed Jackets worth $5 to 12 each. We offer them m

lots at $3.87, 5.75 and 7.50 each.

1 lot regular $20 Plush $15 each

1 lot Capes, $8.75 each

1 lot extra Capes, $12.50

OUR FUR
never so well selected as now. We offer choice goods in Monkey,

Astrachan, Wool Seal with brown Oppossum edge,' Coney,

Pulled Coney, Electric and Moire Astrachan, with Muffs to match.

1000 doz. COTTON, LINEN and SILK

Handkerchiefs
From 1 c to $2.50 each.

Down Quilts, Head Rests
and Pillows.

DRESS
never so cheap as for Samples of any--

I have a large assortmentpf Ranges, Parlor thing wanted we will surely suit you.
Heaters and Wood Burning Stoves of all

which I sell extremely cheap for
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